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political democracy in an individualist system of ownership is in a
dangerous condition. It has reached that crisis Marx and Engels
foretold when its relations of production are in final contradiction
with the forces of production. In that crisis, it cannot long
maintain its earlier habit of political freedom.
Soviet democracy, on the other hand, has brought the relations
into harmony with the forces of production. By establishing the
common ownership of the means of production, it has abolished
vested interest and the exploitation of man by man. As it is able
more fully to utilise its resources, it is able increasingly to satisfy
the wants it encounters; and that ability is the condition upon
which political freedom grows.
HAROLD LASKI, in a Foreword on the
Soviet Constitution.
Having eliminated the remnants of the exploiting classes, we
have established a society of two mutually friendly classes, the
working class and the peasantry. This society has given rise to an
intelligentsia of its own, which is no longer bourgeois or bourgeois-
democratic, but is, in the main, a Socialist intelligentsia. This
intelligentsia, linked with ties of blood to the working people and
to Socialism, plays a great part in the work of. directing the develop-
ment and consolidation of the new society and state. The
antagonism that used to exist between to\vn and country has
largely been uprooted, but a substantial difference between the
above two classes still exists. This difference exists, primarily,
because the workers are employed in establishments which are the
possession of the whole people, are Socialist-state in character,
while the peasants work on the collective farms, which are Socialist-
co-operative in character. Both of these classes, the working class
and the collective-farm peasantry, are already classes of Socialist
society. And while the working class, as the more advanced class
and die one better trained for the establishment of complete
Communism, has retained its leading role, the peasantry in its
turn does not maintain an attitude of passivity, but takes an active
part in the building of the new society, in the building of Com-
munism. This principle is embodied in the new Constitution
of the U.S.S.R.
MOLOTOV: Report to the Eighteenth Congress
of the Communist Party, 1939.